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Risk Assessment for Buried Services including Weils Disease






	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of  Work:
	Removal of material from the ground where there is a risk of contact with buried services. 
Ensuring the risk of contact with buried services is minimised also includes risks of contracting Weils Disease.

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Buried Services
	Contact with electricity resulting in shock or burns
	Ground workers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, young/old/infirm, visitors.
	H
	· Planning to avoid unknown services by obtaining plans from all of the potential owners of services in the area which are likely to be affected by the work.
· Trained CAT scanner to undertake survey.
· Manually dig trial holes to locate depth and direction of services.
· Do not use mechanical plant within 500mm of the service in any direction.
	L

	Buried Services
	Contact with sewerage containing unknown chemicals and biological hazards such as Weils Disease
Contact with sewerage containing unknown chemicals and biological hazards such as Weil’s Disease
	Ground workers, other workers, clients personnel, general public, visitors.

Ground workers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public visitors.
	H

H

	· Studying plans (sometimes with the owner) on site, tracing with cable and pipe locating devices, including signal emitters inserted into non metallic pipes.

· Making the location of suspected routes of services in conjunction with a study of external evidence (manhole covers, meter housings) and disturbed surfaces (reinstatements). 
· To combat Weils disease risk. Personnel should wear protective clothing such as boots, rubber gloves and overalls. All protective clothing must be thoroughly cleaned after use.

· Personal hygiene, cleansing of cuts and scratches, covered with sterile water proof dressings.
· Wash arms and hands after contact with potentially contaminated materials and before eating, drinking and smoking.
· If employees regularly work in such environments then EMAS recommend Polio and Tetanus injections
· All operatives at risk should be given the Leptospirosis cards, which can be presented to a doctor if symptoms arise.
· Report flu like symptoms to management immediately
	L

L

	Buried Services
	Rupture of liquid or gas pipelines with risk of ignition, fire and explosion or contact with toxic corrosive substances
	Ground workers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, young/old/infirm, visitors.
	H
	· Excavating for suspected location of services by qualified personnel (CSCS) using safe digging techniques (as above) and marking on the surface the true location.
	L

	Buried Services
	Damage to telemetry (eg telephone or fibre optic cables) (costly but unlikely to be injurious)
	Ground workers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, young/old/infirm, visitors.
	M
	· Subsequent mechanical excavation or use of no-dig technology supervised by experienced banksmen to indentify further evidence of undiscovered services, finally exposing them safely by hand when within 500mm of the suspected service.

	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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