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Risk Assessment for Chainsaws









	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Use of chainsaws for tree work or demolition.

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Chainsaws
	Fall from height. Timber or tools falling on people or traffic below.
	Operator, assistant, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Experienced and certificated operative working in accordance with AFAG401 for access to work areas (employer should have fitness to work procedure with pre-employment health screening, arrangements for staff under medication to report and drug policy).
· Drop zone of minimum two clear tree lengths clearly marked and supervised.

· Traffic management. Weather changes to be monitored and acted upon, particularly wind and snow
· Appropriate tooling including wedges and sledge hammer. 
· Collective fall prevention to be used when practicable such as cherry picker (IPAF qualified), fall arrest equipment and ladders only to be used by trained, competent operatives
	L

	
	Cut by the chain , eye injury from wood chips or branches. 
	Operator, assistant, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Chainsaw to be maintained and checked by operator and fitted with chain with low kickback characteristics. 
· Chainsaw (specialist) gloves, leggings, boots, jackets, helmets, visor all to receive regular inspection and worn at all times.
· Use of top handled chainsaws kept to an absolute minimum, and only be specifically trained person as AFAG308.

· First aid training and kit for each worker. Two way radio and one of the ground team always available/competent and equipped to perform an aerial rescue without delay.
	L

	Chainsaws
	Noise induced hearing loss 
	Operator, assistant, other workers, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Hearing protection worn at all times.
· Selection of tools with low noise. 


	L

	
	Dealing with hung up tree 
	Operator, assistant, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Winch or hook. 

· Prompt removal
	L

	
	Vibration White Finger (VWF) 
	Operator, assistant, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Saw to be well maintained with anti-vibration damping, heated handles, health monitoring for users, no smoking, job rotation and facilities to keep hands warm.
	L

	
	Manual handling injuries
	Operator, assistant, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, young/old/infirm, visitors.
	H
	· Training, lifting equipment and special tools (pulp hooks, lifting tongs, hooks and pickaroons (third person).
	L

	
	Electrocution, fire or explosion resulting from rupture of buried fuel services or contact with overhead lines or site electrics. Collapse of structures in the vicinity work of the work. Due to impact from falling timber. 
	Survey before work and arrangements with owner of overhead and the underground services
	H
	· Survey before work and arrangements with owner of overhead and the underground services
	L

	
	Fire
	Survey before work and arrangements with owner of overhead and the underground services
	M
	· Clean contaminated clothing, refuel 5m away, hot works permit, suitable storage and transport for fuel in non-spill cans. 
	L

	
	Inhalation of toxic exhaust fumes
	Survey before work and arrangements with owner of overhead and the underground services
	M
	· Use electric chainsaw. 
· Maintenance of chainsaw in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.

· Flatten growth around base of tree. 
	L

	
	Unauthorised use of equipment 
	Survey before work and arrangements with owner of overhead and the underground services
	M
	· Secure storage.
	L

	
	Dermatitis (contact with fuels)
	Survey before work and arrangements with owner of overhead and the underground services
	M
	· Welfare, not using discarded engine oil as chain oil, cleaning regime for PPE.

· Use of barrier creams.
	L

	
	Infection risks (Weils disease, Lyme disease, etc)
	Survey before work and arrangements with owner of overhead and the underground services
	M
	· Special risk assessment, worker education, covering cuts with waterproof dressings, keeping clothing on in hot weather.
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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