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Risk Assessment Confined Space Entry








	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Confined Space Entry

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Entry into a Confined Space for Work or Inspection
	Unnecessary entry into a Confined Space
	Entrants and prospective Rescue Team
	H
	Ask the question:

Is it reasonably practicable to do the work without entry into the Confined Space – 
Only continue this assessment if the answer is NO!

	L

	Preparation before       entry
	
	
	
	Constant point of work atmosphere monitoring.

Pre job brief to be conducted for all entrants, in this procedure.


	

	Entry Requirements/ Rescue Arrangements
	
	
	
	All entrants and Supervisor to be confined space trained.

No issues from task related health assessment.

Permit to Work to be in operation for entry into confined space.

Designated Rescue Team on call at all times.

Confined Space Entry Guardian to be in attendance at entry point at all times.

Radio communications to be available between working party and Entry Guardian and Supervisor


	

	Confined Space Activities

	
	
	
	To be halted on annunciation of air monitoring alarms or evacuation air horn or failure of ventilation systems.  Work to be re-started by the Supervisor only.

	

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Limitations
	
	
	
	No smoking within confined space.

No hot work to be conducted without re-assessment of this document.


	

	Emergency Rescue: In normal circumstances, self-rescue will be afforded on annunciation of personal air monitoring unit or evacuation air horn or failure of ventilation systems.



	These questions must be asked prior to the completion of the following assessment

	Significant Specified Risk
	Existing Control Measures


	Evaluate Risk
	Additional Control 

Measures

	Residual Risk

	Is there a risk from loss of consciousness or asphyxiation arising from gas, fumes, vapour or lack of oxygen?

Detail Hazard below.

e.g. Carbon Monoxide from exhaust fumes or interaction of ground water and sub soil content e.g. chalk


	
	
	
	

	Is there any risk of serious injury due to fire or explosion?

Detail Hazard below.

	
	
	
	

	Is there a risk of drowning due to an increase in level of liquid?

Detail Hazard below.

	
	
	
	

	Is there a risk of asphyxiation from free flowing solids or being trapped by free flowing solid?

Detail Hazard below.

	
	
	
	

	Is there a risk of losing consciousness arising from a rise in body temperature?

Detail Hazard below.

	
	
	
	

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
	

	Supervision


	
	
	
	Supervisor to be permanently available on site.


	

	Competence
	
	
	
	All entrants must be confined space trained, relevant to their tasks and be briefed in this working document.

All entrants must have awareness training in operation of multi-gas meters.

The Supervisor is also to be adequately trained in the Management of confined space work.


	

	Fitness and Suitability
	
	
	
	All persons fit for work, with no issues from any task related fitness assessment.


	

	Communication
	
	
	
	
	

	Testing/Monitoring Atmosphere

	
	
	
	Pre task air monitoring to be conducted and then continuing through duration of work.


	

	Gas Purging
	
	
	
	
	

	Ventilation
	
	
	
	
	

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
	

	Residues
	
	
	
	
	

	Isolations
	
	
	
	
	

	Selection of Equipment
	
	
	
	Fit for purpose, all certification/calibrations to be up to date. 


	

	PPE and RPE
	
	
	
	Mandatory Safety Helmet & Safety Footwear. Where tasks dictate, other PPE such as gloves and eye protection may be identified in the Task Risk Assessment.

A dispensation as to the wearing of safety helmets may be given at the behest of the Supervisor (this is to be documented)

	

	Gas cylinders/Internal Combustion (I/C)Engines
	
	
	
	No gas cylinders or internal combustion engines unless specifically addressed in risk assessment

	

	Gas supplied by    pipes& hoses

	
	
	
	
	

	Access and Egress
	
	
	
	
	

	Fire Prevention/Fighting
	
	
	
	Fire extinguisher to be available within confined space and at the entrance.

Note: No CO2 extinguishers to be allowed in confined space
	

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
	

	Lighting
	
	
	
	Minimum voltage lighting or battery illumination to be used
	

	Electricity – including Static

	
	
	
	Minimum voltage electricity to be used
Consider the earthing of equipment to negate static
	

	Smoking and Hot Work Exclusion Zones

	
	
	
	No smoking or hot work is to be allowed within the confined space
	

	Limited Working Time
	
	
	
	
	

	Emergency Rescue
	
	
	
	In normal circumstances, self-rescue will be afforded on annunciation of alarms.

Supervisor is to be informed immediately.

	


Supervisory Notes.

Control of confined space entry is of the utmost importance and therefore, it must be assured that all entrants adhere to access/egress procedures. 
Training Requirements.
All Entrants: 
Confined Space Training including the use of Breathing Apparatus Escape Sets.
Awareness training in use of multi-gas meter.
Familiarisation in Emergency and Rescue Arrangements.

Rescue Team:
Confined Space Training, including rescue techniques and the use of Breathing Apparatus Escape Sets.

Additional training in Emergency and Rescue Arrangements, including responsibilities and expectations.

Supervisors and Entry Guardians:
Confined Space Training, including the awareness of responsibilities and general requirements of the Confined Space Regulations 1997 and the use of Breathing Apparatus Escape Sets.

Additional training in Emergency and Rescue Arrangements, including responsibilities and expectations.

Responsibilities:

All Entrants;       
Never enter confined space without relevant training and briefing.
Adhere to this procedure and safe-working practices at all times.

If other entrants are non-compliant to this procedure, remind them of their responsibilities and if they continue unsafely, report them to the Supervisor.                                                                                      

Safely evacuate excavation on annunciation of the Emergency Horn.

Entry Guardian; 
Receive Permit to Work from Supervisor & surrender it at end of day.

Ensure that all entrants are in possession of multi-gas detector.

Annunciate alarm in the event of an emergency to call out Emergency Team and immediately inform the supervisor.

Liase with Emergency Services if called for an emergency.

Ensure that all workers are out of excavation at end of each work period.

Place signage and barrier at end of working day or when workers are taking breaks and the excavation is empty.

Inform Supervisory Staff when confined space work is to start.

Supervisor; 

Ensure that relevant training is supplied, conducted and documented.
Brief all entrants in this working document, prior to entry.

Issue permit to work to Entry Guardian

Supply only suitably trained/briefed personnel.

Ensure that equipment and personnel are fit for purpose.

Conduct ‘spot checks’ to ensure that procedures are adhered to.

Conduct disciplinarily meetings with those found to be non-compliant.
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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