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Risk Assessment for Use of Excavators









	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Use of Excavators

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Excavation work
	Overturning
	Plant operators, Civils operatives, other contractors, visitors
	M
	1. Safe working load not to be exceeded

2. Operator to have CPCS certification

3. Avoid working on excessive gradients

4. Avoid undercutting or overhangs on excavated faces
	L

	
	Dropping of loads onto personnel
	Plant operators, Civils operatives, other contractors, visitors
	M
	1. Buckets, loaded or not loaded, shall not to be slewed over

     personnel

2. Additional training for users of quick-hitch buckets
	L

	
	Detachment of bucket
	Plant operators, Civils operatives, other contractors, visitors
	M
	1. All excavators have fully automatic quick hitches that fail to

     safe.

2. All operators have training on quick hitch operation.
	L

	
	Crushing of operative by machine or bucket
	Plant operators, Civils operatives, other contractors, visitors
	M
	1. Exclusion area to be established around excavator’s working

     area.

2. Operatives to have method statement briefing prior to staring

     work.

3. A 360 vision assessment to be undertaken, additional mirrors or camera may be required to permit full vision around vehicle.
	L

	
	Condition of vehicle
	Plant operators, Civils operatives, other contractors, visitors
	    H
	Ensure thorough examination certificates accompany machine and a weekly inspection is undertaken by the operator.
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
	

	
	Interaction with public/traffic
	Members of the public and traffic
	M
	Flashing beacons to be switched on at all times.
	L
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Ishould be refined to take account of the hazards involved or the

risks should be reduced further prior to task commencement

[Task mustnot proceed. Itshould be redfined further control
measures put in place to reduce risk. The controls should be re-
assessed for adequacy prior to work commencement.




Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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