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Risk Assessment for Falsework









	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Assembly and dismantling of temporary works.

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Falsework 
	Fall of person.
	Carpenters, machine operators, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Assemble as much as possible on the ground and hoist into position. 
· Fall prevention systems preferred such as MEWPS, scaffolds with guardrails etc.
· Use ladders only if footed, fitted with a safety device or secured for easy work of short duration.

· Provide scaffold, mobile elevated working platforms (MEWPS), safety nets or harnesses as appropriate.

· Clear waste materials as the work proceeds.

· Suitable, secure and robust covers o edge protection for any openings.
	L

	
	Nails.
	Carpenters, machine operators, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Removal of protruding nails.

· Safety footwear with midsoles to be worn.
	L

	
	Manual handling.
	Carpenters, machine operators, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Assemble at ground level.
· Use mechanical handling where possible.

· Provide manual handling training.

· Deliver close to the work area, provide assistance and trolleys or wheelbarrows.

· Maintain tidy walkways and hard standing work area.

· Where feasible prefabricate off site and hoist into position.
	L

	
	Fall of materials/collapse of structure.
	Carpenters, machine operators, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Engineers design and checks before temporary works during erection and before loading, e.g. checking for undermining of foundations by weather.
· Temporary work engineer to be involved in establishing design
· Manufacturer’s instruction book and latest drawings for assembly of components.

· Adequate strength concrete or hard surface and grillages if required on which site falsework. 
· Pre-use inspection and checks to ensure all equipment is present and in good condition.

· Provision of surface water drainage e.g. French drains.

· Check for stability after heavy rain or bad weather.

· Frequent checks for line and level during erection.

· Agree a scheme for any loading of the structure and dismantling, including any temporary stays, and back propping.

· Advance warning of weather changes.

· Protection from impact by vehicles using barriers.

· Lifting using appropriate equipment such as spreader beams and lifting accessories under the direction of a qualified and identifiable Banksman/Slinger as a contract lift.

· No lifting over people.

· Back proofing in strict accordance with engineering specification.

· Exclude all people who are not directly involved in the work. 
	L

	
	Electricity
	Carpenters, machine operators, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Inspection and maintenance of site electrical distribution.
· User inspection of tools and portable appliance testing, careful siting of leads preference given to battery operated tools.
	L

	
	Slips, trips and falls.
	Carpenters, machine operators, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Provision of waste skips and responsibility for daily cleaning.
· Tidy, hard standing working area.

· Adequate lighting.

· Use of battery tools in preference to trailing leads.

· Cap ends on any projecting rebar.

	L


	
	Ergonomics
	Carpenters, machine operators, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Where possible arrange for prefabricated reinforcement or use automatic wire tying tools with extension arms for mat work and use machine bending of rebar.

· Ensure any scaffolds are designed after discussion with the steel fixers. 
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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