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Risk Assessment for Fork Lift Trucks.









	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Work carried out by fork lifts (not teleporters).

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Fork lifts
	Manual handling.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	H
	· Training in safe manual handling techniques.
· Use brick nets, etc to avoid need for restacking.
	L

	
	Overturn of machine.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	H
	· Only trained operatives are permitted to operate Forklift truck. (5 yearly retrained)

· At induction provide awareness of traffic management plan.
· Wearing of seatbelts at all times
· Selection of machine suitable for terrain and provision of safe hard flat road surfaces.

· Machine with roll-over protection.
· Slow speed at all times (normally 5 mph)

· Stability of load and compliance with maximum SWL

· Alter speed to suit terrain, report any soft spots to management for compaction.
	L

	
	Explosion.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	H
	· Special forklift if in explosive atmosphere. (A Further risk assessment in accordance with the Dangerous substances and explosive atmospheres Regulations will be necessary).
· Ventilation when battery charging.

· Change gas bottles at least 8m from ignition sources.
	L

	
	Contact with moving machines or pedestrians.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	H
	· Where visibility is restricted movements to be under the control of a qualified Banksman/Slinger.
· Separation of traffic from pedestrian routes.

· Exclude from the working area all persons not directly involved in the work of the machine.

· Wearing of high visibility clothing.

· Minimise reversing movements and follow site traffic arrangements in the health and safety plan. including adequate temporary lighting. 

· Use flashing beacon and horn.

· Ensure that all workers have an agreed system for attracting the driver’s attention before entering the danger zone.
· Reversing alarms.

· Provision of a third mirror.

· Display warning signs and liaise with controllers of areas shared with others (e.g. client).

· Consider fitting CCTV.

· Registration with DVLA and relevant legislation regarding lights, etc if used on public highway.
	L

	
	Fall of material from forks/failure of equipment.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	H
	· Inspection and tests required by LOLER.
· 12 month thorough examination of forklift.
· Defects reporting book. Maximum weekly
· No lifting over people.

· Drivers of vehicles being loaded to stay within strengthened cabs or away from work area.

· Mark maximum safe Working Load (SWL).

· Information for driver on the weight of the load.

· Manufacturer’s handbook in cab.

· Trained, component and experienced operator. 
	L

	
	Collision with overhead structures.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	M
	· Selection of suitably sized machines.
· Erect goalposts similar to those used to identify overhead cables.
· Carry out lifting when under the guidance of signaller.
	L

	
	Fire.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	M
	· Provide fire extinguishers in cab and appropriate training.
· Switch off engine when refuelling.
	L

	
	Electrocution.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	M
	· Provide instruction in methods of jump-starting flat batteries/charging electric forklifts.
	L

	
	Contact with overhead services.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	M
	· Carry out physical survey to identify locations of all overhead lines. 

· Remove/disconnect/move work
· No storage under or close to overhead lines.
	L

	
	Slips, trips and falls.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	H
	· Provide safe access routes and handholds
· Good housekeeping.

· Good lighting.
· Suitable footwear to be worn
	L

	
	High pressure hydraulic fluid ejection.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	M
	· Maintenance in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.
· Regular inspections. (weekly maximum)
	L

	
	Falls from the machine.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	H
	· Provide footwear with good grip.
· Install handholds and non-slip materials to all areas of the machine for which access is required, and clean regularly.
· Prohibit passengers. 
	L

	
	Weather.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	H
	· Suspend work during conditions causing poor visibility or significant loss of steering or braking.
· Wind screen wipers
	L

	
	Whole body vibration.
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	M
	· Provide system for monitoring health of operatives if significant and above daily action value.
· Use and maintain ergonomic adjustable seating and ensure drivers are aware of how to adjust and use it

· Maintain cab and chassis suspension and maintain main routes as free of bumps as possible.

· Allow time to travel at appropriate speed over rough ground.
	L

	
	Unauthorised access
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	M
	· Remove keys when the machine is not in use and lock up.

· Park up in compounds with security clamps or immobilisers.

· Secure detachable cab covers.
	L

	
	Maintenance
	Machine operators, other workers, visitors and unauthorised visitors.
	M
	· Driver maintenance restricted to inspection only
· All other maintenance including tyre repair, only by specialist mechanics.
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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