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Risk Assessment for Hydraulic & Pneumatic Powered Tools









	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Use of hydraulic and air tools not mounted on mobile machinery,

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Hydraulic & pneumatic powered tools.
	Noise.
	Operator, other workers, client personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Enforcing wearing of carefully selected ear defenders.
· Separate other workers and post ear protection zone signage.

· Select low noise tools.

· Noise assessment by qualified person.

· Job rotation 
	L

	
	Injury from the tool bit.
	Operator, other workers, client personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Regular maintenance and inspection in accordance with the manufacturer’s handbook.
· Use of the most appropriate guarding.

· Cleaning at manufacturer recommended intervals.

· Wearing eye protection.

· Disconnection from the supply when changing or adjusting in the tool bit.
	L

	
	Work related upper limb disorders,
	Operator, other workers, client personnel, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Good lighting. 
· Job rotation and frequent rest breaks
· Good quality access equipment.
	L

	
	Falls while operating the tool.
	Operator, other workers, client personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Only permit work at height from a suitable scaffold or MEWP (not a ladder).
	L

	
	Unauthorised use.
	Operator, other workers, client personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Competent and authorised users.
· Key control of power packs.

· Never leave unattended.
	L

	
	Vibration White Finger (VWF).
	Operator, other workers, client personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Provide system for monitoring health of operatives, e.g. questionnaire.
· Use modern well-maintained equipment, keep hands warm with heaters or gloves and avoid smoking.
· Ensure exposure below 2.5m/s2 daily action value
	L

	
	Dust, fire, fume.
	Operator, other workers, client personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Use a vacuum cleaner instead of sweeping, provide hoses and extraction units, wear goggles in accordance with any assessment carried out under COSHH.
· Remove or suitably protect solvents and other highly flammable substances. 

· Substitute wet or remote cutting where possible.

· Remove vapours, dust and potentially flammable or explosive substances using specialist equipment.
	L

	
	Whiplash from air lines and embolism (air entering the veins.).
	Operator, other workers, client personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Whip restraint connectors.
· Air not used for cleaning without boilers suits, visors and ear defenders.

· Regular inspection of airlines.

· Use of temporary screens to protect others from flying particles.

· Routing hoses away from traffic and pedestrians
	L

	
	Oil entering the body.
	Operator, other workers, client personnel, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Guarding of components of pressure system.
· Regular inspection of hoses by a competent person.

· Use only manufacturer-approved fittings to maintain hydraulic system.
· Gloves and overalls to be worn
	L

	
	Manual handling.
	Operator, other workers, client personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Mechanical lift or two persons to lift heavy tools out of vehicles
· Use of barrows, etc. to move tooling.

· Adequate rest breaks.

· Manual handling training.
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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