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Risk Assessment for Use of Ladders



                              

	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Use of ladders

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Use of ladders
	Falling from height
	Operative, 3rd parties
	H
	1. Ladder work should be of short duration (e.g. 30 minutes)

2. Work should not involve over reaching.

3. Operative trained in use of ladders and ladder used in accordance with training methods
4. Ladder in good order, visually inspected  before use, with current inspection status (normally 6 month thorough inspection tag displayed)
5. Only simple work of a short time duration should be carried out from a ladder.

6. Extra care should be taken when using ladders in occupied areas

7. Do not leave erected ladders unattended
8. Only Class 1 Industrial or BS EN 131 ladders to be used.
	L

	
	Items falling from height
	Operative, 3rd parties
	H
	1. Use can hooks

2. The method of raising tools and materials should leave hands free

3. Tool belts should preferably be used when working off ladders

4. If using tools that require both hands to operate then a Ladderfix Ladder belt or similar must be used by a trained operative. 
5. Barrier off working area if possible
	L

	
	Electric cables
	Operative
	H
	1. Check route before moving ladder and stop if cables identified
	L

	
	Slips/trips/falls
	Operative, 3rd parties
	M
	1. Check route before moving ladder and ensure clear walkway
	L


	
	Ladder sliding or slipping
	Operative, 3rd parties
	H
	1. The ladder should be used in accordance with training methods

2. The ladder should be set firmly and level o the ground

3. Secure the ladder at the top or base to prevent movement by use of Ladderfix Safety Devices or similar  where appropriate and ONLY if you are trained to do so..

4. The correct angle of rest for a ladder, ie  75 degrees or a base to height ratio of 1:4 should be employed
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Ishould be refined to take account of the hazards involved or the
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[Task mustnot proceed. Itshould be redfined further control
measures put in place to reduce risk. The controls should be re-
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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