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Risk Assessment for Landscaping










	Site:
	
	Contract Number:
	

	Assessed by:
	Name:
	
	Position:
	
	Date:
	

	
	Signed:
	
	

	Description Of Work:
	Preparation of the ground and planting following construction work (not hard landscaping).


	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	Landscaping
	Fuel handling – Petrol.
	Landscapers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Fill 3m away from work area using funnels and ensuring there are no naked lights.
· Storing in explosion-proof, marked containers, carried in open-backed vehicles and stored away from arsonists and heat sources in a marked store.
	L

	
	Fuel handling – Diesel.
	Landscapers, other workers, client’s personnel
, general public, visitors.
	M
	· Fill using funnels into marked containers, carried in open-backed vehicles and stored away from arsonists and heat sources in a marked store. 
	L

	
	Manual handling.
	Landscapers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Training in safe manual handling techniques.
· Provide clear access routes to work areas.

· Provide wheelbarrows and sack trucks with barrow runs.

· Use excavators to move soil and dumpy bags, etc. to remove waste.

· Arrange unloading areas close to the work and mechanical handling for a large fences panel turf, etc.
	L

	
	Use of machinery:

Grass cutting, strimmer, rotovator, mini digger, tractors, wood chippers:

Vibration

Whole body vibration

Noise

Contact with moving parts

Overturn

Collision with plant and other pedestrians, ejected stones, etc.


	Landscapers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Experienced, trained and competent worker.

· Scheme of maintenance.

· Wearing hearing protection.

· Wearing eye protection (goggles or visor)
· Wearing high visibility clothing.

· Prohibit the use of older machinery.

· Keeping other people at a safe distance using signs and fencing.

· Selecting low noise and vibration equipment.

· Safety footwear.

· Mesh visors.

· Provide additional mirrors, flashing beacons, reversing alarms and CCTV as necessary.

· Roll over protection structures fitted to mobile plant. 
	L

	
	Unauthorised access.
	Landscapers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, visitors.
	H
	· Security fences or barriers.
· Programming the work for times when general public is not present.

· Signs.
	L

	
	Biological/blood-borne viruses. 
	Landscapers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, young/old/infirm, visitors.
	M
	· Enforce high standards of personal hygiene including eating and smoking only after washing hands.
· Provide accurate and relevant information on risks.

· Carry out COSHH infection risk assessment.
· See weils disease assessment
	L

	
	Spread of mud on site roads.
	Landscapers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, young/old/infirm, visitors.
	H
	· Minimise tracking onto roads by deliveries made close to point of use.
· Careful inspection and hand cleaning of wheels, and mud on roads.

· Road signs.

· Traffic management plan.
	L

	
	Dust in the eyes.
	Landscapers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, young/old/infirm, visitors.
	M
	· Safety glasses.
· Temporary screens.
	L

	
	Slip, trips and falls.
	Landscapers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, young/old/infirm, visitors.
	H
	· Good housekeeping standards

· Suitable footwear and regular cleaning.
· Suitable lighting.
	L

	
	Contact with underground services (electrocution/explosion). 
	Landscapers, other workers, client’s personnel, general public, young/old/infirm, visitors.
	H
	· Establish exact location of underground services before starting on site and install marker stakes. Rearrange layout to avoid digging within 0.5m of proven route.
· Survey for overhead power lines. Prohibit the use of machinery near overhead power supplies until a site specific risk assessment is undertaken and controls put in place.

· See also: buried services risk assessment for CAT survey.
	L


	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, 

employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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