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Risk Assessment for MEWPs
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	Description Of Work:
	Operating MEWP’s

	Task / Job Component
	Hazard
	Persons at risk
	Risk Rating L/M/H
	Controls / Precautions to Reduce Risk
	Residual Risk Rating

L/M/H

	MEWPs
	Fall of material.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· Inspection and tests required by LOLER.
· Operator must be IPAF certified
· Defects reporting book.

· No working over people.

· Marking max SWL and number of persons in platform.

· Manufacturer’s handbook in cab.

· Well-maintained edge protection to basket.

· Secure any loose equipment from falling from basket.
	L

	
	Fire.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· When hot works are undertaken have a readily accessible extinguisher of the correct type.

· Switch off engine when refuelling. 
	L

	
	Collision with overhead structures.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· Trained IPAF user.
· Survey before operation.

· Wearing restraint harness attached to manufacturers anchorages except in scissor lifts. For scissor lifts an assessment must be undertaken on the need to secure a harness and the location of an anchorage point.
· Clearance height information in cab.
	L

	
	Contact with moving machines or pedestrians.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· Driver to have valid driving licence for category of machine.
· Where visibility is restricted, movements to be under the control of a competent person.

· Separation of MEWP and other traffic and pedestrians.

· Wearing of high visibility clothing.

· Follow site traffic arrangements in health and safety plan, including adequate temporary lighting.

· Use flashing beacon and horn.

· Ensure that all workers have an agreed system for attracting the driver’s attention before entering the danger zone.

· Alarms such as flashing beacons.

· Display warning signs and liaise with controllers of areas shared with others (e.g. client).

· Arrangements for communication between operator and other operators if working with them.
	L

	
	Slips, trips or falls,
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· Provide safe access routes and good foundations
· Good housekeeping.

· Good lighting.

· Machine to be kept clean.
	L

	
	High pressure hydraulic fluid ejection.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	M
	· Maintenance and inspection in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.
	L

	
	Falls from the machine.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· Provide footwear with good grip.

· Install handholds and non-slip materials to all areas of the machine for which access is required, and clean regularly.
· The operator must ensure that no mud or contamination is on the ladder or step due to slip risk, operator to immediately report any slip hazards or ladder contamination.
· Wear suitable restraint harness secured to manufacturer’s approved anchorage points required if MEWP can be struck by vehicles, can strike structure projection or operator could be tempted to gain additional height by climbing onto handrail.

· Provide emergency rescue procedure.
	L

	
	Mechanical or structural failure.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· Thorough examination  6 monthly valid.
· Daily pre-use checks by user.

· Regular servicing.

· Driver maintenance restricted.

· All other maintenance including tyre repair only by specialist mechanics.
	L

	
	Weather.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· Suspend work conditions causing poor visibility, reduced control, or wind speeds exceeding manufacturer’s recommendations. Normally 17 to 25mph
· Survey before use to establish wind funnel conditions between buildings.
	L

	
	Contact with overhead services.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· Carry out physical survey to identify locations of all overhead lines.
· Remove/disconnect/move work.

· Do not carry out any work in the area around overhead services unless the system of work is specifically approved by the statuary undertaking responsible for the line. No work within 9 metres
	L

	
	Explosion.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· Special precautions if in explosive atmosphere. (A further risk assessment in accordance with the dangerous substance and explosive atmospheres regulations will be necessary).
· Ventilation and PPE when battery charging.

· Change gas bottles at least 8m from ignition sources.
	L

	
	Electrocution.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· Provide instruction in methods of jump-starting flat batteries/charging electric MEWPs.
· Ensure a qualified fitter carries out any work with electrical systems.

· Establish suitable earthing when welding (i.e. independent of MEWP).

· Select machines with inventors to provide 110v, instead of leads, etc.  
	L

	
	Unauthorised access.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· Remove keys when the machine is not in use and lock up.

· Park up in compounds with security clamps or immobilisers.

· Secure detachable cab covers.
	L

	
	Overturn of the machine.
	Machine operators, other workers, member of the public, visitors – Authorised and unauthorised.
	H
	· Liaison with other trades through the principal contractor (CDM regulations) or client (Management regulations).
· Designated work area, other trades excluded from work area.

· Pre start ground survey to include consulting H&S plan and site engineer. Soft spots to be reported for stone and compaction
· Continuous monitoring of Ground conditions during the contract. 
· Operators must ensure that wheels or stabilisers do not rest on manholes etc.
· Appropriate use of stability features on machine such as outriggers’.
	L

	Site-specific Activities
	Additional Site–specific Hazards
	Persons at risk
	
	Additional Controls Required
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Likelihood

How often could the hazard occur? Consider the task, frequency, duration, method of work, employees involved.

Severity

How serious would the hazard’s effects be if 

realised? Consider the type of hazard, biological, ergonomic, physical and chemical.

Risk = Likelihood x Severity 

E.g. Likelihood (4) X Severity (3) = 12 HIGH RISK
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