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Summary of Duties

Under the Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations a suitable and sufficient risk assessment should be undertaken to identify the relevant hazards and to implement control measures, taking into account the individuals capabilities and experience when assigning work tasks in relation to operating and the setting up of the woodwork machine.

Specific requirements for operating the circular saw bench include the Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations, Safe Use of Woodworking Machinery ACOP L114 and Woodworking NIG information sheet 16. 

General Information 

The circular saw bench must always be guarded below the table so that the saw blade is fully enclosed with a saw guard positioned above to prevent access to the cutting blade. The saw guard and the riving knife, which, is situated behind the cutting blade will require adjusting depending on the work being carried out.

Poorly set and badly ground saw blades produce poor work and increase the risk of injury during feeding. Deposits of resin near the teeth tend to stall the blade or the timber to stick. The saw should be isolated and the resin removed with a suitable scraper. Never try to clean a running blade. 

The operators must ensure that waste materials do not obstruct access to the saw, with waste being cleared on a regular basis

A breaking device shall be fitted to the circular saw bench to ensure that the running down time does not exceed 10-seconds. The operator must remain at the saw until the blade has stopped.

Supporting the Work Piece

Prior to commencing any cutting operation the operator must ensure that the workpiece is adequately supported. Large sections of timber should be supported using extension tables. If an assistant is employed at the outfeed end then the table should be extended so that the distance between the uprunning teeth of the saw and the rear edge of the table is at least 1.2m. The assistant should always remain at the outfeed end of the extension and should not reach forward towards the saw due to the riving knife only reducing the risk of contact, it cannot prevent it. A rip fence or a cross-cut fence should be used to give adequate support during cutting.

Push Stick

A push stick should always be used when making any cut less than 300mm in length or when feeding the last 300mm of any longer cut. The leading hand should never be closer than is necessary to the front of the saw and hands should never be in line with the saw blade, due to unexpected movement of the workpiece causing contact with the saw teeth.

A push stick should always be used to remove the cut piece from between the saw and the fence.

Ripping

Safe ripping not only relies on adequate workpiece support, correct positioning of the hands and the appropriate use of the push stick, but also on the adjustment of the riving knife and saw guard.

The riving knife should be rigid and set accurately in line with the saw. It should be positioned so that the edge nearer the saw blade forms an arc of a circle with the radius not exceeding that of the largest saw blade used.

The saw guard should be strong and easily adjustable, and extend beyond the teeth of the saw blade.

The guard should be adjusted so that it is as close as possible to the surface of the workpiece, within approximately 12mm.

Noise

A noise survey was undertaken during various operations using a CEL-328 Sound Level Meter. All employees within the workshop must wear ear protection during its operation. Results are as follows: -

1)
Cutting Hardwood Mahogany



103 dB (A)

2)
Cutting Blockboard




96 dB (A)

3)
Cutting Softwood




95dB (A) 
















                                                                                                                                      


